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OPTOCORE ANNOUNCES SANE-FX INTERFACE MODULE FOR FOHHN 
 
Fohhn’s award-winning Linea Focus series, with beam steering capabilities, is now equipped for 
networking via an Optocore fibre solution. A SANE-FX module is mounted directly inside the 
Linea Focus housing, enabling direct fibre connection to the speaker. 
 
The Linea Focus series is often used in combination with the security and evacuation system 
(PAVA), for instance in railway stations, airports, tunnels and theatres. As the Optocore fibre 
network is a modern IT-based ‘copper free’ audio infrastructure, it fulfills all demands in this 
area, thus greatly simplifying installation in respect of security, weight and flame-retardant 
design. 
 
Speaking of the collaboration, Fohnn CEO, Jochen Schwarz,said, “For some time now, our 
ongoing aim has been to achieve multi-channel digital connectivity for our speaker systems and 
compatibility to any major digital audio network. Within the context of recent projects, which 
involved integrating our speakers into alarm systems, we were looking for a digital fibre solution 
that allowed for long distance cabling between our devices as well as fire safety and 
interference-free transmission of audio signals.  
 
“We finally opted for an Optocore solution: Using a ring-shaped cable configuration to connect 
all the devices in an Optocore network not only reduces the cabling requirement and its 
associated costs, it also greatly improves overall reliability. Furthermore, within the network, you 
get an even latency.” 
 
In terms of security a fibre optic cable is much more difficult to spy on, while in terms of safety 
for IT control, it offers lossless, long distance connection, with electrical isolation. As for weight, 
a fibre optic cable is around ten times lighter than a traditional 100V ELA cable, around 12 times 
lighter than a CAT5 cable, and around 100 times lighter than a regular copper snake / multicore. 
 
Furthermore, it is far easier to make a flame retardant fibre cable than a copper one, since 
copper melts at much lower temperatures. Besides, a similarly-rated fibre optic cable is 
available for a fraction of the price of copper.  
 
These advantages, together with the excepionally low price of an Optocore module, result in 
much lower installation cost and a much higher performance — with IP integrated workflow, 
software routing capabilities, ultra low audio latency and redundancy switch-over, much faster 
than the required 1ms for advanced security designs. 
 
 



Summing, up Jochen Schwarz said, “Apart from the advantages mentioned above, the 
Optocore extensions for Linea Focus provide excellent audio quality as well as full control of the 
speaker system and allow for reliable, redundant digital audio networking.  
 
“We appreciate the cooperation with an innovation-driven company such as Optocore. Thanks 
to them, our electronically steerable Beam Steering systems can now be integrated into and 
used within a digital network.” 

 
For further information about Optocore visit www.optocore.com or contact: 
 
Tine Helmle                                                         Jerry Gilbert 
Optocore GmbH                                                            JGP Public Relations 
Tel: +49 (0) 89 - 899 964 – 0                                   Tel: +44 (0)1707258525 
 E: t.helmle@optocore.com    E: jerry@jgp-pr.com 
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About Optocore: 
Optocore is a leading OEM manufacturer for audio networks, producing network modules for other 
manufacturers to connect their products to an advanced audio network. For two decades, partners like 
Clearcom, Digico, Yamaha, Lawo, Studer, Bosch rely on the Optocore network. Together with it’s 
partners, Optocore has by far the biggest market share in the professional audio world. Optocore has also 
a home brand of 1RU devices for format conversion and I/O modules. 
 
About Fohhn 
Fohhn Audio AG specialises in the manufacture of professional loudspeaker systems for both mobile and 
fixed-installation sound reinforcement. For over 20 years, the Nürtingen-based company has developed 
system concepts that combine innovative design and functionality with first class sound quality. 
Development of all Fohhn systems takes place in-house in Nürtingen, Germany, incorporating the 
company’s own highly developed DSP-, amplifier-, network- and remote control technology. Special focus 
is placed on the integration of state-of-the-art technologies such as Beam Steering and on the latest 
developments in 3-D audio and digital audio networking technology. 
  
Fohhn is currently distributed in more than 30 countries. Fohhn customers and users include, among 
others, the Opéra Bastille and Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris, the University of Heidelberg, Mainz 
Cathedral, Hengdian Studios in China, the Shanghai Tower, Doonsan First Methodist Church in South 
Korea, the Danish Parliament, as well as the German, Kazakh and United Arab Emirates pavilions at 
EXPO 2015 in Milan. 
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