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CAPITAL BUILDS LARGEST OPTOCORE NETWORK FOR ROGER WATERS IN 

HYDE PARK 
 

Surround sound extravaganza kicks off 10-day BST 2018 festival 
 
As the Barclaycard Presents British Summer Time festival in London’s Hyde Park has 
continued to grow organically since its inception in 2013, so sound production company, 
Capital Sound, has deployed an increasing number of its Optocore converters to 
provide digital signal transmission over optical fibre across the vast site. 
 
But nothing quite prepared them for the opening day this year when Roger Waters 
brought his Us + Them tour to the UK for the first time, having already taken his sonic 
and visual experimentation to breath-taking levels at Desert Trip in 2016, with the 
biggest surround sound system ever built.  
 
To create maximum impact at Hyde Park, Capital were asked to provide an additional 
12 loudspeaker hangs on towers positioned through the concourse for one night only, 
and this 12-point surround sound set-up, designed to give the audience a truly 
immersive experience, required Capital Sound’s Robin Conway to design a new 
Optocore multi-node system based around 21 x X6R-FX-8AE/8MI interfaces and an 
Optocore DD32R-FX at FOH to accommodate an AES signal distribution. 
 
Capital deployed all their own Optocore interfaces with Gilles Bouvard’s GB4D in 
France supplying additional surround sound units—linked by 24 lengths of multimode 
fibre across 1km of the site to create the loop—and the DD32R-FX AES interface. The 
 
Capital project manager, Robin Conway explained, “I wanted to run the show AES. The 
feeds onto the network were all AES and the system was clocked from the Dante 
network. Everything this year was digital and synchronous.” 
 
Reviewing the control set-up, he said, “This was the first time we had run a DD32R-FX 
at FOH and certainly I have never programmed an optical network of such a size. But 
Optocore is so good it just runs and runs. Once we had synchronised issues such as 
fibre speed, sampling rate and had assigned IDs to the various devices, everything just 
fell into place and worked fantastic.” 



 
This network architecture has been deployed by Capital Sound on numerous occasions 
and certainly met the approval of Roger Waters’ sound team. 
 
Said Capital General Manager, Paul Timmins, “We used existing delay masts where 
possible for the surround sound to minimise the number of additional Optocore nodes 
we needed to create but still needed to erect a further nine towers, all of which had to 
come down at the end of the show.” 
 
And Account Manager Martin Connolly, added, “Roger Waters’ sound team—including 
sound engineer Jon Lemon, system tech Dean Mizzi and Josh Lloyd, who did the set-up 
with our system tech Toby Donovan, achieved everything they wanted. All have sent us 
positive emails thanking us.” 
 
For further information about Optocore visit www.optocore.com. 
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About Optocore 

Based in Munich, Germany, OPTOCORE is the world market-leading provider of high bandwidth, 
low latency, resilient, scalable and flexible fibre optic based networks for the transmission of 
audio, video and data. For 20 years, Optocore has been continuously innovating and setting new 
standards with regards to digital network technology. OPTOCORE builds and develops 
synchronous optical fibre and CAT5 based network solutions for broadcast professionals — for 
fixed installations and live event applications. Utilising leading-edge technology and high-quality 
components Optocore guarantees durability and therefore long-term market and customer 
satisfaction. Due to the open system architecture, Optocore’s platform offers other manufacturers 
the option to transfer conventional standard audio, video and data formats used in the pro audio 
industry, via an Optocore network. Technical expertise, QoS and an extensive support structure 
are guaranteed to all customers, together with the highest level of quality. 

 
 
 


